

















Pair black and yellow

in early spring
The butter yellow blooms of ‘Golden
Sunrise’ hellebore and the silver-
veined, blue-green foliage of ‘Winter
Moonbeam’ hellebore perfectly cap-
ture and reflect back the soft light
of spring. At play around the helle-
bores are contrasts of light and
dark with the foliage of the black
mondo grass, euphorbia, and
bergenia creating a rich, brooding
presence. These black and plum
tones contrast with the bright foliage
of the variegated pampas grass (and
its little sibling, the golden dwarf
sweet flag) and the delicate, airy
branches of the corokia, which flare
outward from the pot like rays of
spring sunshine.

1. ‘Lunar Glow’ bergenia (Bergenia
‘Lunar Glow’, Zones 4-9)

2. Black mondo grass
(Ophiopogon planiscapus
‘Nigrescens’, Zones 6-11)

3. ‘Winter Moonbeam’ hellebore
(Helleborus ericsmithii ‘Winter
Moonbeam’, Zones 5-8)

4. ‘Golden Sunrise’ hellebore
(Helleborus ‘Golden Sunrise’,
Zones 4-9)

5. Blackbird ™ euphorbia
(Euphorbia ‘Nothowlee’,

Zones 6-9)

6. ‘Gold Band’ pampas grass
(Cortaderia selloana*‘Gold Band’,
Zones 7-10)

7. ‘Sunsplash’ corokia (Corokia
virgata ‘Sunsplash’, Zones 8-10)

8. Golden dwarf sweet flag
(Acorus gramineus ‘Ogon’,
Zones 6-9)

Gary Lewis is the Canada Region director of the Perennial Plant Association and owner of Phoenix Perennials and Specialty Plants in
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